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 Spring is one of the busiest times at 
WTBBL. There are conferences to attend, 
outreach visits, and fun events to celebrate 
our patrons and volunteers. Every year 
during National Volunteer Week, we 
celebrate our volunteers with a speaker, 
food and camaraderie. In a typical year, 
the number of hours our volunteers 
donate is equivalent to approximately 10 
full-time staff members. We truly couldn’t 
do what we do without them.

          All of us at WTBBL appreciate all 
of our patrons and the teachers, families 
and friends who work with us in providing 
library service. Every year, we spend an 
afternoon recognizing a special group 
of patrons — those who are 100 years 
old or older. We have 77 patrons across 
Washington who are 100 years old or older 
and actively reading books from WTBBL. 
We call this group the Ten-Squared Club 
and new members are inducted with a 
certificate and a pin. We also have a high 

tea celebration for centenarians and their 
families who can attend in person. 

 Our Patron Advisory Council met in 
May and is energized to assist WTBBL with 
increased outreach efforts. Our biggest 
challenge is making people aware of our 
services. Some people who have heard 
of us may think that they may not qualify 
for service. In fact, people with physical 
disabilities that make holding a book or 
turning a page difficult, and people with 
reading disabilities are also eligible for 
WTBBL services. 

 Finally, June kicks off our annual 
Summer Reading Program for children and 
teens. This year’s theme, “Every Hero Has 
a Story,” will be explored over six weeks, 
culminating with an event at WTBBL on 
Saturday, August 8. Summer Reading 
packets are available in large print, braille, 
or in Spanish to meet the needs of each 
child. Whether you or someone you know 
participates in the program, be sure to 
keep reading over the summer — maybe 
a beach read, or Northwest history, or 
something about animal heroes. You all 
have stories and WTBBL patrons are all 
heroes to us! 

On the Cover: WTBBL’s audio technician 
Steve has been busy making digital 
cartridge copies of our locally recorded 
books.
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From the Director
by Danielle Miller
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“legacy Washington” honors our history 

• Adele Ferguson invaded the old boys’
club that was the Capitol press corps.
• After serving as governor, Booth Gardner 
led the effort in Washington to allow 
assisted suicide.

 During 2015, Legacy Washington 
is capturing and telling the stories of our 
state’s World War II veterans in a series 
called “Washington Remembers: Their 
Sacrifice, Our Freedom.” 

 Read heroic personal stories from 
members of Washington’s “Greatest 
Generation,” including:
• George Narozonick, who, after decades 
of silence, relives the fateful Normandy 
landings that helped win the war.
• Regina Tollfeldt, one of the last of the 
some 15,000 “Rosie the Riveters” who 
worked in Boeing’s Seattle factories during 
World War II.
• Arnold Samuels, who recounts how, after 
his family escaped Nazi Germany in 1937, 
he returned as an American GI and helped 
liberate the concentration camp at Dachau.
• Clayton Pitre, one of the first African-
Americans to join the U.S. Marine Corps, 
who served in the South Pacific and later 
received a Congressional Gold Medal.

 For more information about 
“Washington Remembers,” or to access 
all of the stories produced by Legacy 
Washington, visit www.sos.wa.gov/legacy. 
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 The Washington Talking Book 
& Braille Library is one of a number of 
exceptional programs operated by the 
office of Secretary of State Kim Wyman.

 Another is Legacy Washington, 
which recognizes, celebrates and 
educates citizens about Washington’s 
past, led by the state’s chief historian, 
John Hughes. Since 2008, Legacy 
Washington has detailed life stories 
of influential people and fascinating 
newsmakers from our state’s history. 
Many subjects, in the face of controversy 
and the most challenging circumstances, 
refused to give up and inspired change:

• Lillian Walker fought for her civil rights 
long before Martin Luther King Jr. 
professed his dream.
• Billy Frank Jr. stood up for treaty fishing 
rights and emerged a global leader. 
• Jennifer Dunn became one of the 
highest-ranking women in Congress. 

by Deputy Secretary of State Greg Lane
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 The National Library Service for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped has a 
new, free mobile app for downloading 
audio materials from BARD to Android-
based smart phones and tablets. BARD 
(Braille and Audio Reading Download) 
currently has nearly 50,000 downloadable 
audiobooks and magazines. The BARD 
Mobile app allows you to download items 
and read them whenever you want. This 
version of the Android app does not 
support web-braille.

 The app is available from the Google 
Play store. You will need both an active 
BARD account and a Google Play store 
account to access the app. First, search 
for “BARD Mobile” or “NLS BARD,” click 
on the “Install” button to load the app, 
sign in to BARD, and then you are ready to 
download materials. 

 There are three tabs at the top of 
the screen: “Bookshelf,” “Get Books,” 
and “Now Reading.” “Bookshelf” 
is where you find materials you’ve 
downloaded. “Get Books” is similar to 
the computer-based BARD main page 
where you can download books and 
magazines from the “Recently Added 
Books and Magazines” sections, or use 
“Browse BARD” to search the entire 
BARD collection and add items to your 
“Wish List.” The “Now Reading” tab 
is where you access whatever you have 
downloaded. 

 Settings can be adjusted with the 
“More Options” menu button in the 
upper right-hand corner of the screen, 
including accessibility controls. Android 
devices feature a screen reader called 
TalkBack. If you activate TalkBack, you 
should also activate the “Explore by 
Touch” feature. With this feature, tap 
once to select an item, tap twice to 
activate the selected item, and swipe with 
two fingers to scroll. To enter text, move 
your finger across the keyboard and 
release it when you hear the letter you 
want. 

 BARD Mobile brings the library to 
you wherever you are and whenever you 
want to read. Contact us if you need help 
or have any questions about the app or 
any other WTBBL services. 

The BARD Mobile App for Android Devices
by Herrick Heitman

Washington Talking Book & Braille library 
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Events at WTBBl

WTBBL centenarian patrons Emma, Lou, 
Isidore, Lola and Genevieve at Ten-Squared in May

Having fun during last year’s
Summer Reading Program

Prepping for WTBBL’s 
annual volunteer 

appreciation event in April

Reading Matters - Summer 2015
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 In our ongoing effort to bring more 
locally produced audio books to our 
patrons, we are focusing on uploading both 
new and existing digital titles to BARD. We 
are also continuing to improve the quality 
of our recordings with the installation of 
new microphones in all our recording 
booths and better monitoring equipment 
for reviewers. With the number of volunteer 
narrators and reviewers swelling to 75, 
there is a beehive of activity buzzing here at 
WTBBL. 

Check out some of these newly uploaded 
titles:

Full Rip 9.0: The Next Big Earthquake in the 
Pacific Northwest by Sandi Doughton. (DBC 
280)
 Scientists have identified Seattle, 
Portland and Vancouver as the urban 
centers of what will be the biggest 
earthquake, also called a mega-quake, in 
the continental United States. A quake will 
happen — in fact, it’s overdue — along the 
750-mile-long Cascadia subduction zone. 
The book follows scientists dedicated to 
understanding the way the earth moves, 
describing what patterns can be identified 
and assessing the region’s preparedness. 
2013. Narrated by Gregg Porter.

A Principled Stand: The Story of 
Hirabayashi v. United States by Gordon K. 
Hirabayashi. (DBC 307)
 During World War II, University 
of Washington student Gordon 
Hirabayashi defied the curfew and mass 
removal of Japanese-Americans on 
the West Coast, and was subsequently 
convicted and imprisoned as a result. 
Hirabayashi’s prison diaries and wartime 
correspondence tell the story of the 
Supreme Court case that in 1943 upheld, 
and on appeal in 1987, vacated his 
conviction. 2013. Narrated by Gregg 
Porter.

Trapeze by Simon Mawer. (DBC 253)
 At the age of 19, French-speaking 
Briton Marian Sutro is recruited for service 
in the Special Operations Executive, 
which trains agents to operate in 
occupied Europe during World War II. 
She comes to find that another secret 
organization wants her to infiltrate Paris 
to persuade a research physicist to join 
the Allied war effort. 2012. Narrated by 
Camille Blanchette.

Zero Regrets: Be Greater than Yesterday 
by Apolo Anton Ohno. (DBC 274)
 Three-time Olympian speed skater 
shares the inspiring personal story behind 
his remarkable success, as well as the 
hard-won truths and strategies he has 
discovered in good times and bad. 2010. 
Narrated by Tony Soper.

Audio Books at WTBBl 
by John Pai

Washington Talking Book & Braille library 
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Audio Books at WTBBl 

 Take a trip through time by 
choosing some titles that made their 
mark at Number One on the New York 
Times best-seller list in summers past.

FIVE YEARS AGO – JUNE 13, 2010
The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest 
by Stieg Larsson (DB 71400)
 Computer hacker Lisbeth Salander, 
from The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo 
(DB 67759), is hospitalized with a 
bullet in her head, accused of murder. 
Journalist Mikael Blomkvist investigates 
Swedish officials protecting Alexander 
Zalachenko, Lisbeth’s attacker — and 
father. 

10 YEARS AGO – JULY 3, 2005
The Historian by Elizabeth Kostova (DB 
60713)
 A young American woman living 
with her father in Amsterdam discovers 
an ancient book and a cache of faded 
letters in his library. Pursuing family 
mysteries leads her to seek the truth 
behind the Dracula legend of Vlad the 
Impaler. 

20 YEARS AGO – JULY 16, 1995
Beach Music by Pat Conroy (DB 40753)
 Jack McCall and his daughter, 
Leah, are living in Rome, having moved 
there following the suicide of his wife, 
Shyla, several years ago. Theirs is a 
peaceful life, but everything changes 

when his sister-in-law and several old 
school friends arrive asking for his help 
with serious personal matters. Soon Jack 
must face the demons of his past. 

30 YEARS AGO – JUNE 23, 1985
Skeleton Crew by Stephen King (DB 42678 
or BR 10512)
 Darkly humorous and macabre 
stories primarily collected from 
magazines, written by a master of horror. 

40 YEARS AGO – AUGUST 24, 1975
Ragtime by E.L. Doctorow (DB 44378 or 
BR 18664)
 A story set in 1906 New York that 
incorporates luminaries of the period, 
including Theodore Roosevelt, Sigmund 
Freud, and Emma Goldman. A ragtime 
musician from Harlem falls victim to racist 
vandalism and seeks redress through 
violence. 

50 YEARS AGO – JULY 11, 1965
The Source by James A. Michener (DB 
21682)
 A narrative that stretches over 
12,000 years and reconstructs the history 
of a fictional site in Israel called Makor. As 
20th-century archaeologists dig through 
15 layers of earth, the author weaves a 
story for each period, drawing on the 
scriptural and historical records of actual 
persons and events.

From the Registrar’s Desk
by Tyler Kaye

Reading Matters - Summer 2015
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 The 2015 Summer Reading Program 
is underway! All youth birth to 18 years 
old are invited to participate in this year’s 
programs, “Every Hero Has a Story” and 
“Unmask!”

 To register, visit www.wtbbl.org/
summerform.aspx or contact the library 
for more details.

 Check out these new arrivals 
for youth! More titles are available by 
contacting the youth services librarian at 
wtbbl@sos.wa.gov.

The Children’s Compilation 2 by Various 
Authors. (DBW 8331)
 Includes “Kiss the Frog,” “Lying 
Awake,” “Roy Makes a Car,” “E is for 
Evergreen,” “Mooshka: A Quilt Story,” 
“Market Day,” “There’s a Dragon in 
My Sleeping Bag,” “Walter the Baker,” 
“Hush! A Thai Lullaby,” and “I Love You, 
Little One.” Preschool and up. 2014.

Five Little Penguins Slipping on the Ice by 
Steve Metzger. (DB 80419)
 One by one, the little penguins fall 
and hurt themselves, much to the dismay 
of their mother and doctor. Commercial 
audiobook. For preschool-grade 2 and 
older readers. 2008.

youth Services Update
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Ella the Elegant Elephant by Carmela 
and Steven D’Amico. (DB 80417)
 Ella’s counting the days until the 
first day of school, but not because she’s 
eager to start! On the contrary, as the 
littlest elephant on Elephant Island, she’s 
terribly nervous about the other kids 
she’ll meet. Commercial audiobook. For 
preschool-grade 2 and older readers. 
2006.

The Chicken Squad by Doreen Cronin. 
(DB 80363)
 When the squirrel Tail comes 
barreling into the chicken coop 
hysterically ranting about a big, scary, 
green thing in the yard, Dirt, Sweetie, 
Poppy, and Sugar investigate this 
strange object. For grades 2-4. 2014.

Masterminds by Gordon Korman. (DB 
80852)
 Serenity, New Mexico, is a small 
town where honesty is prized. When a 
group of kids discovers they were cloned 
from the DNA of some of the greatest 
criminal masterminds in history for a 
sociological experiment, they realize 
they can’t trust anyone. For grades 4-7 
and older readers. 2015.
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youth Services Update
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The War That Saved My Life by 
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley. (DB 80472)
 A disabled girl and her brother 
are evacuated from London to the 
English countryside during World 
War II, where they find life to be much 
sweeter away from their abusive 
mother. For grades 4-7 and older 
readers. 2015.

The Truth about Twinkie Pie by Kat Yeh. 
(DB 80570)
 When 12-year-old GiGi and her 
big sister move to Long Island from 
South Carolina for GiGi to attend a 
fancy new private school, GiGi has a 
new recipe for success. The discovery 
of a family secret turns her life upside-
down, however. For grades 6-9 and 
older readers. 2015.

Pretty Little Liars [#1, Pretty Little Liars 
series] by Sara Shepard. (DBC 557)
 When one of their tightly-knit 
group mysteriously disappears, four 
high-school girls find their friendship 
difficult to maintain when they receive 
taunting messages from someone who 
seems to know all of their secrets. For 
senior high school and older readers. 
2006.

 
 The next Brown Bag Book Club will 
be To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, 
on Thursday, September 3, at noon, led 
by WTBBL director Danielle Miller.

 In this classic tale of injustice, 
friendship, and coming-of-age in 1930s 
Alabama, six-year-old Scout and her 
friends are fascinated by the mysterious 
Radley place and its reclusive occupant. 
But their focus shifts when Scout’s 
attorney-father is called upon to defend 
a black man accused of rape. 

 Available from WTBBL as braille 
BR 12850 and digital book DB 36414. 

Questions? Call David at (800) 542-0866.
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Volunteer Spotlight on John Gahagan

 
 When John Gahagan retired after 
31 years with Verizon, he decided to 
spend his newfound free time only doing 
things that were either fun or fulfilling. 
Since 2010, volunteering at WTBBL has 
met both criteria. 

 He lives in Seattle’s Lake Serene 
neighborhood with his wife Mary Jane 
and Great Pyrenees Sugar. John has a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from 
Georgetown University and a master’s 
degree, also in economics, from UCLA. 
He is a native Seattleite and comes from 
a Washington pioneer family.

 In addition to his duties at WTBBL, 
John teaches economics part-time at 
Shoreline Community College. He serves 
on the Mukilteo School Board, is on the 
board of the Science and Management 
of Addictions Foundation, does freelance 
voice-over work, and plays bass guitar in 
two bands. His daughter Genevieve, a 
senior at Willamette University, says her 
dad is the busiest retiree she’s ever seen.

 When John first started at WTBBL, 
he co-hosted a locally produced humor 
program called “Just for Laughs” on the 
Evergreen Radio Reading Service. After

local radio production was reduced due 
to budget cuts, John took a break and 
then returned to WTBBL last year to 
record books. He is currently recording 
his third book, Threshold, by local 
author G.M. Ford, a novel in the noir-
detective genre.

 John loves to read and gets great 
satisfaction doing so for those who 
find reading difficult or impossible. 
“My uncle Paul suffered from macular 
degeneration,” said John. “It pleases 
me that I can read for people like him.”

Thanks, John!
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Almost There!   Volunteer Spotlight on John Gahagan
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 We extend a big thank you to all of 
our donors who have been so generous 
during our annual campaign. We are at 
80 percent of our $70,000 goal and are 
making one final push to get us there. If 
you’d like to help us reach our goal, there 
is still time to give. You can donate securely 
online today at www.wtbbl.org. Thank you 
all so very much for your kindness and 
generosity!

 Did you know that our annual 
campaign, which we start in the late fall of 
every year, is our main fundraising effort 
for the entire year? The annual campaign, 
along with our annual report and GiveBig!, 
helps bring in the needed dollars that 
aid us every year in purchasing library 
equipment and materials. Last year alone, 
donors helped add over 4,800 digital 
books to our collection. Donor dollars 

Acting State Librarian 

also help us in our outreach efforts. We 
couldn’t do all that we do without donor 
support, and we thank you for your gifts.

 We are so lucky to have such 
dedicated patrons and donors and are 
grateful for the opportunity to serve 
you. If you have any questions about 
our donation program, or would like to 
learn more about recurring donations 
or bequests, please call Laura Mott, 
director of development, at (360) 902-
4171 or email laura.mott@sos.wa.gov. 

by Laura Mott

 
 Volunteer at the Washington 
Talking Book & Braille Library and 
make a difference in someone’s life!

  More than 250 people donate 
over 20,000 hours each year to assist 
making various WTBBL programs 
available. Volunteers narrate books, 
provide clerical support, repair 
equipment, and carry out special 
projects. Training is provided for all 
positions. 

 For more information about 
volunteering call Volunteer Services 
at (206) 615-0417.



WASHINGTON TALKING BOOK 
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FREE MATTER

for the Blind 
or Handicapped

The WTBBL Staff Wishes You a Happy Holiday and New Year!!! 
Pictured are David, Sally Jo, Steve, Danielle, Marah, Mandy, Ed, 

Bonnie, Tyler, Rocio, Amy, Alan, Herrick, John
Not pictured: Rick and Shannon

New Equipment at WTBBl !!!


