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Books Recently Added
For Adults:
The Alpine Traitor [#20, Emma Lord mysteries] by Mary Daheim. Emma Lord's newspaper, The Alpine Advocate, drives the rumor mill in Alpine, Washington. So she is shocked to hear it is embroiled in a takeover bid. Worse, the ruthless acquisitioners are the heirs of her longtime and tragically departed lover, Tom Cavanaugh. Soon the battle lines are drawn and war is declared. Then the front man for the buyout is murdered, and Emma is a prime suspect. Some strong language. 2008. Narrated by Deborah Brandt. 9 hours. CBA 8060.
Truman of St. Helens by Shirley Rosen. An affectionate recollection of an American folk hero, whose love for the land and the mountain on which he built his resort led to his death in the 1980 eruption of Mt. St. Helens. 1981. Narrated by Mary Schlosser. 5.50 hours. CBA 7809.
For Younger Readers:
Aunt Nancy and the Bothersome Visitors by Phyllis Root. Four humorous tall tales about the ingenious ways Aunt Nancy rids herself of pesky visitors - those who have overstayed their welcome, and even Mr. Death! Grade 2 and up. 2007. Narrated by Karen Smith-Fraser. 30 minutes. CBA 8104.
The Grape Thief by Kristine Franklin. In 1925 Roslyn, Washington, Slava Petrovich is upset that he has to quit school after 7th grade, but since trouble drove his older brothers out of town, there's no one else to help support his mother and younger brother. Jobs at the mines are drying up, so he and a friend come up with a bold plan. Grade 5 through adult. 2003. Narrated by Marilyn Mason. 6 hours. CBA 8085.
Icefire by Chris D'Lacey. While researching the existence of dragons for an essay that could win him a trip to the Arctic, Chris opens himself to the possibility that a great, ancient treasure exists there, guarded by bears, and that he has some role in its protection. Sequel to: A Fire Within. Grades 4-7. 2003. Narrated by Susan Tucker. 7.75 hours. CBA 8089.
Minn and Jake's Almost Terrible Summer by Janet Wong. Free verse novel. Ten-year-old Jake's summer starts off badly, goes downhill when his family visits Los Angeles, California, and his old friends are too busy for him, then gets even worse after he disagrees with Minn when her family joins his for a trip to Disneyland. Grades 3-6. 2008. Narrated by Steve Hunziker. 31 minutes. CBA 8144.
Books for Adults

FICTION:

Walla Walla Suite: a Room with No View  by Anne Argula. Hard-boiled, fast-talking Quinn, an ex-Seattle cop, scores a job with Vincent Ainge, an investigator who helps keep convicted serial killers off death row. She's also taken on her first case as a PI: finding Eileen Jones, who has vanished from her job in Vincent's office building. Vincent's attraction to Abby Jones, Eileen's mother, interferes more than it helps with Quinn's investigation, but his connections become invaluable. Some strong language, violence and descriptions of sex. 2007. Narrated by Rachel Glass. 7 hours. CBA 8061.

Horse Thief by Anna Balint. Thirteen short works of fiction focusing on multicultural themes. Tales include Roma Gypsies, Native Americans, Iranians,  immigrants and working class people struggling to find their way in urban society.  Some strong language and violence.  2004. Narrated by Debbie Tully. 7.75 hours. CBA 7691.

Snow in July by Heather Barbieri. Butte, Montana. 18 year-old Erin, the "responsible" sister, attempts to keep the family peace when older sister Meghan, a drug addict with two small children, returns to town during a summer snowstorm. Erin's dreams of going away to college are tempered by Meghan's erratic behavior and empty promises to reform, as well as Erin's concern for Meghan's children. 2004. Narrated by Jay Lane. 7.25 hours. CBA 7704.

Silk by Alessandro Baricco. French silk merchant Herve Joncour visits Japan in 1861 and briefly meets a woman, who sends him a note which he cannot read until he returns to his own country. But the moment he does, he is possessed. Explicit descriptions of sex. 1997. Narrated by Robert Phillips. 2.25 hours. CBA 7200.

A Son Comes Home by Joseph Brentz.  Chris LaRue flees his Indiana home while grieving his brother’s death. Returning to his family after a long absence, Chris finds that the wounds opened after his brother's death still haven't healed. Haunted by the past, the family struggles to heal the bonds of pain that link them. 1999. Narrated by Erik Schwab. 10.75 hours. CBA 7859.

First Avenue by Lowen Clausen. Seattle cop Sam Wright is called to an old hotel where the body of a baby has been found. Sam knows he saw the baby and its young mother just a few weeks earlier, and his discovery that some cops may be involved in the crime makes him all the more determined to find out who's responsible. Some strong language. 1999. Lynda Emel. 10.25 hours. CBA 7663.

Second Watch by Lowen Clausen. Katherine Murphy and Grace Stevens are Seattle police officers assigned to the Ballard beat.  When the body of a boy is found in a trash compactor, they are the first officers at the sene.  Due to a lack of clues, they undertake a risky undercover assignment to search for the killer. Strong language and violence.  2003. Narrated by Lynda Emel. 10.75 hours. CBA 7695.

Third and Forever by Lowen Clausen. Circling from her Ballard beat to the University of Washington campus and on to steamy Baton Rouge and back, Seattle Police Officer Grace Stevens moves steadily toward unmasking a dangerous rapist. Along the way she finds her own sense of identity and purpose transformed by her encounter with her family's black roots in the South. 2004. Narrated by John Nadeau. 11.75 hours. CBA 7714.

The Alpine Advocate [#1, Emma Lord mysteries] by Mary Daheim. Newly arrived in a small Washington town, publisher-editor Emma Lord must solve the murder of Mark Doukas, the grandson of rich, old Neeny Doukas, whose only other grandchild is the prime suspect. 1992. Narrated by Stephanie Shandera. 8.25 hours. CBA 7455.

The Alpine Betrayal [#2, Emma Lord mysteries] by Mary Daheim. Dani Marsh, now a Hollywood star, returns home to Alpine, Washington to shoot a movie. Cody Graff, her ex-husband, goes crazy with an ax at the local Loggerama, then is found dead. Alpine Advocate newspaper publisher Emma Lord investigates. 1993. Narrated by Kate Fleming. 7.5 hours. CBA 7456.
The Alpine Christmas [#3, Emma Lord mysteries] by Mary Daheim. Newspaper publisher Emma Lord tries to solve the case of young women found dead in the lake at the Northwest town of Alpine. 1993. Narrated by Alis Parris. 8.5 hours. CBA 7454.
The Alpine Decoy [#4, Emma Lord mysteries]  by Mary Daheim. Alpine, WA. Small town newspaper editor Emma Lord investigates the murder of a newcomer that may be race-related. 1994. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 9.5 hours. CBA 7938.

The Alpine Fury [#6, Emma Lord mysteries]  by Mary Daheim. Alpine, WA. Small town newspaper editor Emma Lord investigates the strangling of the local bank's sexy blonde bookkeeper. 1995. Narrated by Deborah Brandt. 9 hours. CBA 7945.

The Alpine Kindred [#11, Emma Lord mysteries]  by Mary Daheim. Newspaper editor Emma Lord investigates the brutal stabbing of a pompous local philanthropist while rumors spread like wildfire through the old logging town of Alpine Washington. 1998. Narrated by Andrea Lewis. 9 hours. CBA 7896.
The Alpine Menace [#13, Emma Lord mysteries]  by Mary Daheim. Publisher Emma Lord of the Alpine Advocate tries to solve the headline-generating murder of Seattle native Carol Stokes.  The accused killer is Emma's cousin, Ronnie, so now Emma and her cohort are searching for another suspect. Narrated by Debbie Tully. 9 hours. CBA 7453.
The Alpine Quilt [#17, Emma Lord mysteries]  by Mary Daheim. Alpine, WA. Small town newspaper editor Emma Lord investigates the untimely death of a member of the local quilting circle. 2005. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 9.5 hours. CBA 8009.

Dune to Death [#4, Bed and Breakfast mysteries]  by Mary Daheim. Seattle bed-and-breakfast hostess Judith McMonigle is on her honeymoon at sunny Buccaneer Beach when her husband ends up in traction. Soon after Judith's cousin Renie arrives to keep her company, the landlady of their rented cottage turns up dead in their living room. 1993. Narrated by Andrea Lewis. 7.75 hours. CBA 7936.

The Dead Fish Museum by Charles D'Ambrosio. Taking place in remote cabins, asylums, Indian reservations, the backloads of Iowa and the streets of Seattle, this collection of eight stories features wayward, self-deceiving characters who set out to make order of their customary chaos and realize they are more likely to find unhappy company than catharsis. A Washington State Book Awards Winner. Descriptions of sex, some violence and some strong language, 2006. Narrated by Alita Kiaer. 7.75 hours. CBA 8033.

Veiled Threats [#1, Wedding Planner mysteries] by Deborah Donnelly. Seattle wedding planner Carnegie Kincaid works out of her houseboat to make others' dreams come true. But her job soon turns into a nightmare when she agrees to plan a wedding for one of Seattle's most prominent families. A murder and kidnapping plunge her into a mystery of extortion and violence. 2002. Narrated by Jay Lane. 8.5 hours. CBA 7800.

Died to Match [#2. Wedding Planner mysteries] by Deborah Donnelly. Wedding planner Carnegie Kincaid is struggling with her own love life while coordinating the hip nuptuals of a Microsoft millionaire and a newspaper editor.  The Halloween engagement party at the Seattle Aquarium is going well until bridesmaids start turning up dead and Carnegie finds herself looking for a killer.  2002. Narrated by Jay Lane. 9 hours. CBA 7993.

The Winemaker's Daughter by Timothy Egan. The Cartolano's Eastern Washington vineyard is enduring the worst drought in history. Brunella is struggling to protect it from deliberate sabotage when a wildfire kills a squadron of firefighters, including her brother Niccolo. Some strong language and some violence. 2004. Narrated by Andrea Lewis. 11.5 hours. CBA 7858.

Fat Tuesday [#4, Thomas Black series] by Earl Emerson. Seattle P.I. Thomas Black investigates the brutal murder of a computer software company executive. Strong language, violence, and descriptions of sex. 1987. Narrated by Ashley Lambeth. 7.5 hours. CBA 7912.

The Vanishing Smile [#8, Thomas Black mysteries] by Earl Emerson. Marian Wright is an amateur sleuth in the employ of two attractive young women eager to catch up with their no-account ex-lovers. When Marian's investigation ends abruptly, Seattle private eye Thomas Black has a new case on his hands.  Violence, strong language and descriptions of sex. 1995. Narrated by John Nadeau. 9 hours. CBA 7995.

The Million-dollar Tattoo [#9, Thomas Black series] by Earl Emerson. Seattle P.I. Thomas Black tackles a bizarre case when his old friend Elmer "Snake" Slezak calls him about a dead woman in his bed who he claims is from another galaxy. Strong language, violence, and descriptions of sex. 1996. Narrated by David Ritt. 6.5 hours. CBA 7897.

Finding Nouf by Zoe Ferraris. Saudi Arabia. Sixteen-year-old Nouf ash-Shrawi goes missing and is found dead and several weeks pregnant in the desert. Nayir, a Palestinian desert guide hired by her prominent family to discreetly uncover the truth,  discovers that at least one of the Shrawis has something to hide. 2008. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 12 hours. CBA 8035.

At Freddie's by Penelope Fitzgerald. London, 1963. Two new Irish teachers, Hannah Graves and Pierce Carroll, arrive to tutor the child actors at the Temple Stage School. Freddie Wentworth has been running the school for decades--always on the verge of bankruptcy. Pierce becomes smitten with Hannah, but there is romantic competition. 1982. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 5 hours. CBA 7355.

Fury [#1, Frank Corso mysteries] by G.M. Ford. Disgraced reporter Frank Corso is working for a Seattle tabloid when he investigates a witness recanting her testimony in a serial murder case. To stop the condemned man's execution, Frank and his new assistant, hard-boiled photographer Meg Dougherty, fight to get the police files reopened. Violence, strong language, and some explicit descriptions of sex. 2001. Narrated by Steve Hunziker. 10 hours. CBA 8058.

Black River [#2, Frank Corso mysteries] by G. M. Ford. Seattle. The only writer permitted to observe the sensational trial of a mass murderer, Frank Corso learns that his photojournalist close friend, Meg, has been hospitalized after a run-in with a pair of hoods and becomes alarmed when he realizes the two cases are related. Violence and some strong language. 2002. Narrated by Ed Kennedy. 10.5 hours. CBA 7998.

Blown Away [#6, Frank Corso mysteries] by G. M. Ford. On the road to investigate an unsolved bombing case involving a possible suicide bomber, writer Frank Corso uncovers the possibility that the supposed bomber may have been a victim himself, forced to strap explosives on by a cruel mastermind. Some violence. 2006. Narrated by Ed Kennedy. 8.5 hours. CBA 7989.

We Are All Fine Here by Mary Guterson. Seattle, WA. Brutally honest Julia is nearing 40, her teenage son is growing distant, and her husband has a crush on a younger co-worker. When Julia discovers she is pregnant after a brief fling with her ex-boyfriend at a friend's wedding, she finds herself "in a bit of a mess." Strong language and explicit descriptions of sex. 2005. Narrated by Jay Lane. 4.5 hours. CBA 8005.

Comfort & Joy by Kristin Hannah. School librarian Joy Candellaro takes an impromptu vacation during the holidays when she learns that her ex-husband and her sister are having a baby. After surviving a crash landing in a remote Pacific Northwest forest, Joy encounters reclusive Daniel and his eight-year-old son Bobby--or did she imagine them? 2005. Narrated by Rachel Glass. 6 hours. CBA 7935.

Confessions of a Pagan Nun by Kate Horsley. Ireland, 500 AD. Gwynneve is born into a world suspended between paganism and Christianity. After losing her mother, Gwynneve trains as a druid and practices as one for many years. After converting to Christianity and becoming a nun, she writes a memoir detailing her journey from her birth into a pagan tribe to her end as a Christian. 2001. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 5.5 hours. CBA 7469.

Drive Like Hell by Dallas Hudgens. Luke Fulmer loses his new driver's license after stealing and wrecking a neighbor's car, so his mother sends him to live with his ex-con brother, Nick, hoping he'll learn from his mistakes. Luke spends the summer working for a pit crew, and driving illegally, learning that there is nowhere in the world he feels more in control than behind the wheel of a car. Some violence, strong language, and descriptions of sex. 2004. Narrated by Marsh Gooch. 9.5 hours. CBA 8081.

Pasta Imperfect [#3, Passport to peril series] by Maddy Hunter. The gang from lowa is off to Italy as Emily Andrew begins a romance publishing tour. But when the publisher announces a romance-writing contest with a grand prize of a book contract, Emily finds someone's ambition is getting out of hand. 2004. Narrated by Melissa Tyler. 8.5 hours. CBA 8031.

Without Due Process [#10, J. P. Beaumont mysteries] by J.A. Jance. Mystery. Five-year-old Junior Weston was hiding in a closet the night his entire family was brutally slaughtered. Junior's father, Ben Weston, was a model police officer, known for his honesty and kindness, and a good friend to detective J. P. Beaumont. But now nasty rumors are surfacing about his ties to gangs. Some strong language and some violence. 1992. Narrated by David Elvin. 7.50 hours. CBA 7718.

Name Withheld [#13, J. P. Beaumont mysteries] by J.A. Jance. Mystery. The body of an executive at a biotechnology start-up company, involved in everything from corporate power grabs to rape, is found floating in Elliott Bay. Seattle homicide detective J. P. Beaumont turns up an excess of suspects, including  the rape victim's aunt, and  the dead man's boss. Some strong language, some descriptions of sex, and some violence. 1996. Narrated by Carter Bentley. 8.50 hours. CBA 7449.

Breach of Duty [#14, J. P. Beaumont mysteries] by J.A. Jance. Mystery. When J. P. Beaumont and his new partner Sue Danielson are assigned to the murder of an elderly woman torched to death in her bed, Beau finds himself distracted by Sue's difficulties at home. But soon they find themselves caught up in a series of events that will leave them and their investigation shattered. Some strong language and some violence. 2000. Narrated by Carter Bentley. 8.5 hours. CBA 7931.

Justice Denied [#18, J. P. Beaumont mysteries] by J.A. Jance. Given a classified assignment involving the true fate of a deceased ex-con, Seattle investigator J.P. Beaumont discovers that the victim had recently attempted to turn his life around and had been murdered for the effort. Strong language and some violence. 2007.Narrated by Carter Bentley. 10.5 hours. CBA 7996.

Not a Girl Detective [#2, Cece Caruso mysteries] by Susan Kandel. California biographer Cece Caruso is writing a book about Carolyn Keene and stumbles upon a dead body while attending a Nancy Drew fan convention.  2005. Narrated by Deborah Brandt. 7 hours. CBA 7914.

Artemisia by Alexandra Lapierre. Sweeping historical novel about seventeenth-century artist Artemisia Gentileschi. Apprenticed to her father, at age seventeen she was raped by her father's best friend and partner. For eight months all Rome was riveted as she pleaded and finally won her case in court, but was then ostracized from Rome and her father. Strong language, violence, and explicit descriptions of sex. 1998. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 20 hours. CBA 7430.

The Highest Tide by Jim Lynch. Thirteen-year-old Miles O'Malley finds a rare deep-sea creature stranded on the tidal flats of South Puget Sound. He struggles with notoriety and rumors that he's a prophet, while he continues to clumsily court his former babysitter, nurse his elderly psychic friend, and search for the words that will keep his parents together. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. 2005. Narrated by Carter Bentley. 7 hours. CBA 7884.

The Last Town on Earth by Thomas Mullen. Washington state, 1918. A small mill town votes to quarantine intself against the virulent influenza epidemic. Philip Worthy, the 16-year old adopted son of the town founder, is one of the citizens posted to enforce the quarantine. When a cold, hungry, and possibly sick soldier begs him for entry into the town, Phillip makes a life-changing decision. 2006. Narrated by Andrea Lewis. 14 hours. CBA 7961.

Polar by T.R. Pearson. Small town Virginia.  Clayton is a ne'er-do-well notorious among the townies for his devotion to pornographic movies. Suddenly without warning, he asks to be called "Titus" and appears to possess prophetic gifts that win him fame and popularity. Deputy Ray Tatum unravels the mystery of Clayton's condition and follows the story to its surprising conclusion in Antarctica. Strong language and descriptions of sex. 2002. Narrated by Robert Phillips. 9 hours. CBA 7640.

Greywalker [#1, Greywalker Series] by Kat Richardson. Seattle, WA.  When private investigator Harper Blaine is brutally assaulted, the two minutes she spends clinically dead alters her perceptions.  Her new ability to move in between the world of humans and the Grey, the world of ghosts, begins to attract otherworldly clients. 2006. Narrated by Mary Schlosser. 11.5 hours. CBA 7992.

Poltergeist [#2, Greywalker Series] by Kat Richardson. Seattle, WA. Capable of negotiating the shadowy realm between the living and the paranormal, private detective Harper Blaine is hired by a university research group in the days leading up to Halloween. The group is attempting to create an artificial poltergeist, a project that succeeds all too well when one of the group is killed in a brutal and inexplicable manner. Violence and strong language. 2007. Narrated by Mary Schlosser. 10.75 hours. CBA 8019.

The Ideal Bride by Nonnie St. George. Regency romance.  While searching for the perfect wife, wealthy businessman Gabriel Carr  draws up a list of requirements. Nola Grenvale satisfies almost none of these --except that she's stolen his heart. 2003. Narrated by Duane Barr. 6.50 hours. CBA 7630.

The Twentieth Wife by Indu Sundaresan. Historical novel of seventeenth-century India. Mehrunnisa, the daughter of Persian refugees, sets out to marry Prince Salim, the son of Emperor Akbar. 2002. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 14.5 hours. CBA 7393.

The Feast of Roses by Indu Sundaresan. This sequel to The Twentieth Wife takes place in 17th-century India and continues the saga of Mehrunnisa, the most powerful woman in the Mughal empire. 2002. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 14.5 hours. CBA 7701.

Let the Northern Lights Erase Your Name by Vendela Vida. Clarissa Iverton, home after her father's funeral, finds her birth certificate, which lists a stranger as her father. Her quest to identify her birth father and understand the mother who walked out on her a decade ago lead her to Finnish Lapland. 2007. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 5.75 hours. CBA 8030.

New Found Land by Allan Wolf. The letters and thoughts of Thomas Jefferson, members of the Corps of Discovery, their guide Sacagawea, and Captain Lewis's Newfoundland dog, all tell of the historic exploratory expedition to seek a water route to the Pacific Ocean. 2004. Narrated by Floyd Hutton. 11 hours. CBA 8052


NON FICTION:

Sturdy Folk edited by Mavis Amundson. This book has 31 personal accounts of people who lived through hard times and flourished in towns, on farms, and in fishing and logging communities on the Olympic Peninsula of Washington State. 1999. Narrated by Holly Chaffin. 3 hours. CBA 8071.

Pioneer Square: Seattle's Oldest Neighborhood edited by Mildred Tanner Andrews. A history of Seattle's Pioneer Square from its beginnings as a Duwamish village to redevelopment plans at the beginning of the twenty-first century. 2005. Narrated by Mary Schlosser. 10.5 hours. CBA 7873.

Curve of Time by M. Wylie Blanchet. Memoir of a woman and her children who explored the coastal waters of British Columbia in the 1920s and 1930s in a twenty-five-foot boat. 1968. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 7.50 hours. CBA 7470.

More than Petticoats: Remarkable Washington Women by L.E. Bragg. Brief biographies of sixteen extraordinary women from Washington's past. Includes Narcissa Prentiss Whitman, Kick-Is-Om-Lo (Princess Angeline), and Mayor Bertha Knight Landes. 1998. Narrated by Lynda Emel. 6.5 hours. CBA 7988.

Rodeo Queens and the American Dream by Joan Burbick. A bittersweet journey into the lives of women who have worked the rodeo circuit from the 1930s to today, written by a Washington State University professor. Narrated by Chris Galloway. 7 hours. CBA 7499.

The Three Roosevelts by James McGregor Burns and Susan Dunn. Describes Theodore Roosevelt's Square Deal and his battles with the plutocrats of the Gilded Age, Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal and wartime leadership, and Eleanor Roosevelt's pivotal work on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and her vital role in the Civil Rights movement. 2001. Narrated by Robert Phillips. 29.75 hours. CBA 7382.

Bound Feet & Western Dress by Pang-Mei Natasha Chang. The author tells the story of her great aunt, whose life combined traditional Chinese and Western cultures. Born near Shanghai in 1900, Chang Yu-i rebelled against having her feet bound, but entered an arranged marriage at fifteen. Although she bore him two sons, Yu-i's husband, poet Hsu Chih-mo, divorced her. In China, where "a woman is nothing," Yu-i managed to become a successful banker. 1996. Narrated by Andrea Lewis. 7 hours. CBA 7422.

Seattle's International District: The Making of a Pan-Asian American Community by Doug Chin. Traces the journey of early Asian immigrants to Seattle, describes their early settlements, and chronicles the evolution of the International District from its early times to the present. Covers the influx of the Chinese and Filipino immigrants, the internment of the Japanese during WWII, the concerted effort to revive the district, and the important forces, government policies, events, and people who have shaped the District.  2001.  Narrated by Carter Bentley. 7.5 hours. CBA 8039.

American Road: The Story of an Epic Transcontinental Journey at the Dawn of the Motor Age by Pete Davies. In 1919, a military convoy of 81 vehicles set out to travel the Lincoln Highway from Washington, D.C., to San Francisco. Essentially a PR ploy to dramatize the need for good roads, the "First Transcontinental Motor Train" averaged just five miles an hour on roads barely better than trails. The venture spurred massive road building and later, the creation of the Interstate Highway system. 2002. Narrated by Cynthia Ellis. 10.75 hours. CBA 7667.

Weird Washington: Your Travel Guide to Washington's Local Legends and Best Kept Secrets by Jeff Davis and Al Eufrasio. Travel guide includes ancient mysteries, haunted places, fabled people, bizarre beasts, roadside oddities and personalized properties. Features include  D.B. Cooper, Bigfoot, Starvation Heights, and Ozette, the Pompeii of the Pacific Northwest. 2008. Narrated by David Ritt. 8.5 hours. CBA 8053.

The Gentleman from Finland by Robert Goldstein. Russia, 1987. In this memoir, an American man of Mexican, Russian, and Jewish descent finds himself mistakenly aboard the wrong Russian train with voucher that claims he is from Finland. Though he speaks only a little Russian, the author must negotiate encounters with smugglers, thieves, and a beautiful yet sinister woman, who may or may not be a government agent. 2005. Narrated by Marsh Gooch. 6 hours. CBA 7802.

Spirited Waters: Soloing South Through the Inside Passage by Jennifer Hahn. A naturalist and  kayak guide attempts to kayak the 750 miles along the Inside Passage between her home in Bellingham, Washington and Alaska. While sometimes fearless and sometimes terrified (of the currents, wolves, bears, and strange men), she meets many generous people and a variety of animals and sea creatures on the trip, finding a sense of peace within herself. 2001. Narrated by Kate Fleming. 9 hours. CBA 7390.

The Winter Olympics: An Insider's Guide to the Legends, the Lore, and the Games by Ron C. Judd. Seattle Times sportswriter examines the Olympic winter sports, spotlighting history, key competitors in past Olympics, the newest athlete contenders, and how the sport is played and judged. Includes information about the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, British Columbia. 2008. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 12 hours. CBA 8125.

The Essential Lewis and Clark edited by John Landon. Selected and annotated highlights from the journals of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. 2000. Narrated by Tim Clifford. 8 hours. CBA 7132.

The Partisans: Politics and Betrayal among the New York Intellectuals by David Laskin. For the 25 years, Partisan Review reigned as New York's most influential intellectual journal. This group biography of its founders and core contributors (including Mary McCarthy, Hannah Arendt and Edmund Wilson) draws on their published works, letters, diaries, and recorded conversations to convey their exhilarating world of passionate idealism, controversial politics, fiercely competitive writing, debate, art, and sex.  Some strong language and descriptions of sex. 2000. Narrated by Cecilia LeBlanc. 14 hours. CBA 8049.

Control Your Money by Laubach Literacy International. A simple guide to gaining control over finances. Learn how to manage money, recover from past mistakes, and plan for the future. 1997. Narrated by Floyd Hutton. 2.75 hours. CBA 8036.

Life at Puget Sound: With Sketches of Travel in Washington Territory, British Columbia, Oregon and California by Caroline Leighton. After the Civil War, Caroline Leighton and her husband came to the Pacific Northwest, meeting pioneer families excited about new opportunities on the frontier as well as people wishing to escape the past. 1884. Narrated by Mary Schlosser. 7 hours. CBA 7649.

Hidden Talent: How Leading Companies Hire, Retain, and Benefit from People with Disabilities by Mark L. Lengnick-Hall. This book explores the business and tax benefits to companies for hiring disabled workers and profiles companies with effective programs for workers with disabilities, such as Hewlett-Packard, Dow Chemical Company and Microsoft . Also addresses why some companies are reluctant to hire disabled workers, and what lessons companies have learned about hiring and retaining people with disabilities. 2007. Narrated by Mary Schlosser. 6.5 hours. CBA 8037.

The Show I'll Never Forget edited by Sean Manning. Music journalist Manning has collected memorable concert testimonies from writers and musicians who offer their take on the question "What was the greatest concert you ever saw?" Includes both the well known (the Beatles, Miles Davis, and Nirvana) as well as more obscure performers like Mink DeVille, The Horslips, and Einstürzende Neubauten. 2007. Narrated by Andrea Lewis. 15 hours. CBA 8041.

In the Company of Crows and Ravens by John Marzluff and Tony Angell. Written by an artist and a University of Washington professor, this book takes a close look at the interaction between humans, crows, and ravens. Includes sections on legends, ecology, and behavior. Washington State Book Award Winner. 2005. Narrated by Clair Hector. 9 hours. CBA 7999.

Kerplunk! By Patrick F. McManus. Folksy tales of humorous misadventures while hunting and fishing in the Pacific Northwest. 2007.  Narrated by Steve Hunziker. 6 hours. CBA 8010.

Washington Disasters: True Stories of Tragedy and Survival by Rob and Natalie McNair-Huff. Discusses twenty-two of Washington's most catastrophic events, including the earthquake in 1700, the Great Seattle Fire, the Tacoma Narrows Bridge collapse, and the eruption of Mount St. Helens.  Includes bibliography. 2006. Narrated by Steve Hunziker. 5.50 hours. CBA 8022.

A Book of Luminous Things: An International Anthology of Poetry edited by Czeslaw Milosz. Selected by Nobel Laureate Czeslaw Milosz, this anthology aims to present poetry that is "short, clear, readable, and...realistic" The poems are grouped not by geography or time period but by headings such as Epiphany, The Secret of a Thing, and Woman's Skin. 1996. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 7 hours. CBA 7373.

Ask Ciscoe: Your Gardening Questions Answered by Cisco Morris. Master gardener, certified arborist, and northwest media personality Ciscoe Morris answers gardening questions. Topics include ornamental plants, fruit trees, lawns and garden pests.2007. Narrated by Cynthia Ellis. 11.5 hours. CBA 7941.

What the Ice Gets by Melinda Mueller. The story of Shackleton's Trans-Antarctic Expedition told in verse. Chapters in blank verse alternate with monologues from the crew members. 2000. Narrated by Alita Kiaer. 3 hours. CBA 7465.

Passage to Juneau: A Sea And Its Meanings by Jonathan Raban. Raban chronicles his 1990s trip up the Inside Passage from Seattle, Washington, to Juneau, Alaska, in a ketch (the boat's main attraction was its built-in bookcases). He had set out to retrace George Vancouver's 1792 route and to meditate on the lure of the sea, but instead his journey became one of personal introspection. 1999. Narrated by Carter Bentley. 16 hours. CBA 7484.

The Commitment: Love, Sex, Marriage and My Family by Dan Savage. Humor and a reality check are brought to the bitter gay-marriage debate by this polemical memoir. As the Seattle writer and his boyfriend, Terry, neared their 10th anniversary, Savage's mother put on the pressure for them to get married. Terry prefers tattoos as a sign of commitment and their six-year-old son declared that only men and women can get married. Strong language and some descriptions of sex. 2005. Narrated by Robert Phillips. 9 hours. CBA 7862.

Natural Wonders: The Flora, Fauna & Formations of Washington by the staff of The Seattle Times. Seattle Times reporters and photographers explore the peaks and depths of the Evergreen State's landscapes. From the beauty of Deception Pass to the dangerous grin of the rough-skinned newt, they uncover astonishing treasures. 2003. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 4 hours. CBA 7572.

Working on the Edge: Surviving in the World's Most Dangerous Profession: King Crab Fishing on Alaska's High Seas by Spike Walker. The author gives his personal account of working in the perilous Bering Sea king crab fishing industry and adds accounts from survivors of the industry's most harrowing disasters. 1991. Narrated by John Nadeau. 14.5 hours. CBA 7793.

Honeymoon in Purdah by Alison Wearing. A journalist and her gay roommate pose as a married couple to explore Iran and meet its ordinary people. Traveling in a heavy chaador in the 100 degree heat, she receives offers of gifts, dinners, invitations into people's homes, free taxi rides and fruit from Iranians who are delighted by the Westerners' attempt to understand and appreciate their customs. 2001. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 10 hours. CBA 7581.

Books for Youth

FICTION:

Maya Running By Anjali Banerjee. Maya, a Canadian of East Indian descent, struggles with her ethnic identity, infatuation with a classmate, and the presence of her beautiful Bengali cousin, Pinky, who comes for a visit bearing a powerful statue of the god Ganesh, the Hindu elephant boy. 2005. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 4.5 hours. CBA 7767.

Looking for Bapu by Anjali Banerjee. Anu is devastated when, on one of their birdwatching hikes,  his beloved grandfather has a heart attack and dies.  Anu tries everything he can think of to bring his grandfather back, or keep his spirit nearby, including trying to practice the rigors of a sadhu (holy man in India).  Sasquatch nominee.  Grades 4-7. 2008. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 4.5 hours. CBA 8050.

Lenny's Space by Kate Banks. Nine-year-old Lenny is smart, but his attention is seldom where adults want it to be, and verbal outbursts accompany whatever his mind is exploring. A therapist is helping him explore his emotional issues, and he succeeds in making a friend, but that friend has leukemia. Grade 3 and up. 2007. Narrated by Rick Sipe. 3 hours. CBA 8143.

Masterpiece by Elise Broach. After Marvin, a beetle, makes a miniature drawing as an eleventh birthday gift for James, a human with whom he shares a house, the two new friends work together to help recover a Durer drawing stolen from the Metropolitan Museum of Art.. Grades 3-6. 2008. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 4.5 hours. CBA 8091.

Shakespeare's Secret by Elise Broach. Named after a character in a Shakespeare play,
misfit sixth-grader Hero becomes interested in exploring this connection and other puzzling matters: a valuable diamond supposedly hidden in her house, an intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected attention of the most popular boy in school. For grades 4-7. 2005. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 5 hours. CBA 7944.

Diary of a Fairy Godmother by Esme Raji Codell. According to her mother, talented Hunky Dory is destined to be the wickedest witch wherever the four winds blow. She, however, suspects that life as a fairy godmother would suit her better. Sasquatch nominee. Grades 4-7. 2005. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 4 hours. CBA 8102.

Gregor the Overlander  [#1, Underland Chronicles] by Suzanne Collins. When 11-year-old Gregor and his 2-year-old sister are pulled into a strange underground world, they trigger an epic battle involving men, bats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy.  Sasquatch and Young Readers Choice Award nominee. Grades 4-7. 2005. Narrated by David Watson. 5 hours. CBA 7791.

Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane [#2, Underland Chronicles] by Suzanne Collins. A prophecy about an enormous white rat known as the Bane calls Gregor back to the Underland. Now reunited with his bat, Ares, and Princess Luxa, Gregor heads into the dangerous and deadly Waterway in search of the legend. Grades 4-7. 2004. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 7 hours. CBA 7841.

Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods [#3, Underland Chronicles] by Suzanne Collins. Eleven-year-old Gregor and his younger sister, Boots, return to the Underworld beneath New York City to find the cure for a terrible plague that threatens the life of their mother, as well as the lives of the people, bats, and rats who populate the underworld. Grades 4-7. 2005. Narrated by Duane Barr. 6.5 hours. CBA 7911.

Gregor and the Marks of Secret [#4, Underland Chronicles] by Suzanne Collins. Luxa, the young queen of Regalia, is frantic that the mice, who she credits with saving her life, are disappearing entirely from the Underworld. She asks Gregor to help her find the cause. For grades 4-7. 2005. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 7 hours. CBA 7918.

Gregor and the Code of Claw [#5, Underland Chronicles] by Suzanne Collins. Everyone in Underland has been reluctant to tell Gregor about the new Prophecy because it seems to require the Warrior's death. Gregor's desperate to get his mother and sister safely home. Grades 4-7. 2007. Narrated by Zee LeRoy. 9 hours. CBA 8057.

Diamonds in the Shadow by Caroline Cooney. Connecticut. When he has to unexpectedly share his home and his room with a church-sponsored family from war-torn Sierra Leone, teenager Jared becomes suspicious of their odd behavior. Some violence. Grade 5 and up. 2007. Narrated by Steve Hunziker. 6.5 hours. CBA 8092.

The Library Dragon by Carmen Agra Deedy. Miss Lotta Scales, the new librarian at Sunrise Elementary School, is a dragon who fiercely protects her books. Children are afraid to go to the library because she might singe them, and teachers can't stand up to her. Finally, a small, nearsighted girl enters the library, picks up a book, and begins to read out loud.  For grades K-3. 1994. Narrated by David Watson. 8 minutes. CBA 7733.

Dovey Coe by Frances O’Roark Dowell. In North Carolina in 1928, twelve-year-old Dovey Coe is on trial for the murder of Parnell Caraway, who wanted to marry Dovey's older sister. Recounting what led to this crisis, Dovey tells about her family and her special bond with Amos, her thirteen-year-old deaf brother. For grades 5-8. 2000. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 3.5 hours. CBA 7335.

The Ugly Duckling/ El Patito Feo retold by Merce Escardo i Bas. An ugly duckling spends an unhappy year excluded by the other animals before he grows into a beautiful swan. Bilingual Spanish and English edition. Grades 2-4. 2004. Narrated by Deya Nolan. 8 minutes. CBA 8015.

Diary of a Killer Cat [#1, Killer Cat series]  by Anne Fine. Ellie's cat, Tuffy, killed a bird, left bloodstains on the carpet, ruined the garden, and is accused of killing the neighbor's rabbit. He's confused by the family's displeasure -- after all, he's a cat! Grades 2-4. 2008. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 1/2 hour. CBA 8134.

Return of the Killer Cat  [#2, Killer Cat series] by Anne Fine. Ellie's cat, Tuffy, always claims innocence, or at least justification, in all his actions. This time a vacation caretaker seems to think dried-out food is edible and a neighbor girl manages to waylay him for a humiliating game of dress-up. Sequel to "The Diary of a Killer Cat (CBA 8134). Grades 2-4. 2009. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. CBA 8116.

Lying Awake by Helen Furbush. An 8-year old girl lies waiting for sleep on her grandfather's boat, enjoying the sounds of the  marina, and thinking about her wonderful day on the Kingston, Washington tide flats. Grades P-2. 2004. Narrated by Danielle King. 29 minutes. CBA 8067.

Dragon Slippers by Jessica Day George. Poor country girl Creel persuades a shoe-hoarding dragon to give her an exotic pair of slippers, not realizing their mysterious power. Creel sets out for the king's city, where she finds work as a seamstress, meets princes, and becomes the heroine of the Dragon War. For grades 5-8. 2007. Narrated by Susan Tucker. 7.5 hours. CBA 8077.

Stumptown Kid by Carol Gorman and Ron J. Findley. Holden, Iowa; 1952. Eleven-year-old Charlie Nebraska, whose father died in the Korean War, improves his baseball game with the help of Luther Peale, who played in the Negro Leagues. Charlie also learns the meaning of both racism and heroism. Sasquatch nominee. Grades 4-7 and older readers. 2005. Narrated by Cynthia Ellis. 5.75 hours. CBA 8020.

Airball: My Life in Briefs by L.D. Harkrader. Uncoordinated Kansas seventh-grader Kirby Nickel braves his coach's ire and becomes captain of the basketball team in order to help him prove that NBA star Brett McGrew is the father he has never known. Grade 5-8 and older readers. Nominee for Sasquatch award. 2005. Narrated by Steve Hunziker. 4.75 hours. CBA 7976.

There's a Dragon in My Sleeping Bag by James Howe. Simon and Alex are brothers who do everything together until Dexter, the dragon, and Calvin, the camel come onto the scene. Grades P-2. 1994. Narrated by David Watson. 6 minutes. CBA 7730.

Forest of Secrets [#3, Warriors series] by Erin Hunter. As allegiances shift among the warrior clans in the forest, every cat has something to hide. Fireheart, determined to learn the truth about former ThunderClan deputy Redtail's mysterious death, uncovers secrets that put himself in danger. Some violence. For grades 4-7. 2003. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 8.5 hours. CBA 8099.

Hannah West in Deep Water  [#2 Hannah West mysteries]  by Linda Johns. Housesitting on a Seattle houseboat becomes more exciting when the dock becomes a film location, but Hannah is more interested in learning what is being dumped in the bay and by whom. Grades 4-7. 2006. Narrated by Ann Lewis. 4 hours. CBA 7983.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley's Journal [#1, Diary of a Wimpy Kid] by Jeff Kinney. Greg's mom is making him keep a journal (not a diary!) where he records the trials of being an undersized middle-schooler among enormous guys who need to shave twice a day! He struggles to survive and to maintain his friendship with Rowley, who is becoming more popular. Grades 5-8. 2007. Narrated by Erik Schwab. 2 hours. CBA 8007.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules [#2, Diary of a Wimpy Kid] by Jeff Kinney. Greg Heffley's first year in middle school was bad enough, but his summer was even worse! Now that fall has arrived, Greg's worried that his older brother Rodrick is going to broadcast his humiliation. Grades 5-8. 2008. Narrated by Erik Schwab. 2 hours. CBA 8006.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw  [#3, Diary of a Wimpy Kid] by Jeff Kinney. Middle-schooler Greg Heffley nimbly sidesteps his father's attempts to change Greg's wimpy ways until his father threatens to send him to military school. For grades 5-8.  2009. Narrated by Erik Schwab. 3 hours. CBA 8098.

Treasure Mountain by Evelyn Sibley Lampman. Hoxie and Irene leave the Chemawa Indian School in Oregon for a summer to visit an aunt they've never met. They are faced with poverty and their aunt's health issues. The children search for a treasure that was supposedly buried on the mountain long ago and rediscover their family heritage and ties with the Nehalem tribe.  Grade 4 or older readers. 1949. Narrated by Karen Smith Fraser. 4.5 hours. CBA 8064.

Newfangled Fairy Tales: Classic Stories with a Funny Twist edited by Bruce Lansky. Parodies of traditional fairy tales include King Midas as a workaholic banker who neglects his family and 
Sleeping Beauty backpacking through Europe after being trapped in a castle for so long. Grades 3-6. 1997. Narrated by Duane Barr. 2 hours. CBA 7735.

Little Red Riding Hood/Caperucita Roja  retold by Ana Lomba. This is a bilingual version of classic fairy tale. Preschool - grade 2. 2006. Narrated by Deya Nolan. 8 minutes. CBA 8004.

Roxaboxen by Alice McLerran. A hill covered with rocks and wooden boxes becomes an imaginary town for Marian, her sisters, and their friends. For grades K-3. 1991. Narrated by Katharine Donnelly. 8 minutes. CBA 7409.

Class Trip to the Cave of Doom [#3, Dragon Slayers' Academy] by Kate McMullen. 
Even though the Dark Forest isn't the best place for a class trip, Wiglaf and the other kids from the Academy have to go there, since that is where Seetha the dragon has her gold. For grades 2-4. 2003. Narrated by Sneha Mathan. 1.75 hours. CBA 7661.

Half and Half by Lensey Namioka. Fiona and her brother Ron have both Chinese and Scottish heritage. Ron is encouraged to participate in Scottish folk dancing because he looks the part, but Fiona, with her more Chinese features, is the one who really loves the dances. Global Reading Challenge Title. Grades 4-7. 2003. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 2.5 hours. CBA 7987.

How to Steal a Dog by Barbara O'Connor. Ever since her father left and they were evicted
from their apartment, Georgina Hayes and her family has been living in their car. With her mama juggling two jobs, Georgina looks after her younger brother, Toby. When Georgina spots a missing-dog poster with a reward of five hundred dollars, the solution to all her problems suddenly seems within reach. 2007. For grades 3-6. Narrated by Zee LeRoy. Grades 3-7. 4 hours. CBA 8133.

A Room on Lorelei Street by Mary E. Pearson. To escape a miserable existence taking care of her alcoholic mother, 17-year-old Zoe rents a room from an eccentric woman. However, her after-school earnings as a waitress are minimal and she must go to extremes to cover expenses. For senior high readers. 2005. Narrated by Molly O'Grady. 7 hours. CBA 7803.

Mermaids Trilogy [includes Rani the Mermaid, Rani's Sea Spell, and The Shell Princess]  by Gwyneth Rees. Rani the mermaid loves her adopted family, but her developing magic powers increase her desire to learn her true ancestry. First she must ignore the rules forbidding contact with the Sea Witch, and then undertake a long and dangerous journey. Grades 3-6. 2004. Narrated by Clair Hector. 3.5 hours. CBA 7980.

Big Plans by Bob Shea. As a boy sits in the corner at school, he imagines how things will be when he is the one in charge. Grades P-2. 2008. Narrated by Rachel Glass. 7 minutes. CBA 8072.

Road To Balinor  [#1, Unicorns Of Balinor] by Mary Stanton. A secret crevice in a mountain ridge connects our world to the peaceful, magical world of Balinor. Princess Arianna and her majestic unicorn, Sunchaser, are sent to our world to find safety, and must find their way back to save the kingdom. For grades 4-7. 1999. Narrated by June Barnes. 4 hours. CBA 7236.

Owl Babies by Martin Waddell. A story about three baby owls named Sarah, Percy, and Bill, and their activities while their mother is gone. Grades P-2.  1992. Narrated by Stephanie Shandera. 4 minutes. CBA 7385.

A Certain Slant of Light by Laura Whitcomb. Since she died 130 years ago, Helen has benignly and mutely attached herself to a sequence of living humans.  She is stunned to finally meet a being who can see and hear her--a partner to work through issues that keep her from moving on. High school & adult readers. 2005. Narrated by Rachel Glass. 8.5 hours. CBA 8065.

Minn and Jake by Janet Wong. Free-verse novel.  Fifth-grader Minn, the tallest girl in school, begins a rocky friendship with Jake, a new student who is not only very short, but is also afraid of the worms and lizards that Minn likes to collect.  Grades 3-6.  2003. Narrated by Alita Kiaer. 1.50 hours. CBA 7780.

My Name is Sally Little Song by Brenda Woods. When their owner plans to sell one of them in 1802, twelve-year-old Sally and her family run away from their Georgia plantation to look for both freedom from slavery and a home in Florida with the Seminole Indians. Young Readers' Choice nominee. Grades 4-7. 2006.Narrated by Marilyn Mason. 3 hours. CBA 8045.

Non fiction:

Insectlopedia by Douglas Florian. Twenty-one funny poems about insects all in rhyme. 1998. Narrated by Robert Phillips. 12 minutes. Grades K-3. CBA 7743.

The Mutiny on the Bounty by Patrick O'Brien. The epic journey of the ship Bounty in 1788 from England to Tahiti was filled with adventure and turmoil which ended in betrayal and murder.  This picture book for younger readers brings to life the beauty, adventure and hardships experienced by the crew. Grades 2-4.  2007. Narrated by Alita Kiaer. 25 minutes. CBA 8114.

E is for Evergreen: A Washington Alphabet by Marie and Roland Smith. An alphabetic tour of Washington state featuring the Space Needle, Jimi Hendrix, Bigfoot, and Mount Rainier. For grades K-3.  2004. Narrated by Laurie Bialik. 45 minutes. CBA 7772.

A North American Rain Forest Scrapbook by Virginia Wright-Frierson. Presented in the form of a scrapbook, this book explores the temperate rain forest in Washington's Olympic Peninsula. Describes the ecosystem, including huge trees that are hundreds of years old, nurse logs that shelter plant and animal life, and unique animals like the banana slug. K-grade 3. 1999. Narrated by Lynn Rodgers. 30 minutes. CBA 8068.



