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A Message from Danielle King, WTBBL Program Manager  

Welcome to the Spring 2009 edition of Reading Matters.  As I 
write, the sun is shining and it (finally) feels like spring!  I hope you all 
get a chance to enjoy the season and have some fun adventures 
planned. WTBBL is gearing up for our Summer Reading program and 
putting previous airings of our Evergreen Radio Reading Service 
Talk Show and Literary News on our website for download.  

I’d like to give another friendly reminder to call or email us now 
to let us know if you want to be in the lottery for a digital talking book 
machine. We received our demonstration machines on May 5 and will 
start receiving our first shipments of machines this summer. 

On May 9, WTBBL held our fifth annual Ten-Squared High Tea 
and Induction Ceremony.  The Ten-Squared Talking-Book Club is a 
club for library patrons who are 100 years old or older.  This year, we 
had a record number of 19 new inductees to the club, including 
attendee Helen Sisley, 100 years old.   

We had a wonderful event with six centenarians and their 
families attending.  I emceed the event and Nancy Pearl, famed 
Seattle librarian, was our guest speaker.  WTBBL produced a 
presentation called “Good Reads: WTBBL Centenarians and the 
Books They Love.”  A bit of wisdom from the centenarians: keep 
reading!  Our Ten-Squared patrons cite reading as a key to longevity.  
Many volunteers helped make this an outstanding event and one we 
look forward to every year.   

We are excited to announce that we now have digital 
downloads of our locally produced audio books available from our 
website.  Our Audio Books Production Department produces about 



250 books a year with a focus on Northwest topics and authors.  We 
currently have about 50 books available, a combination of adult, 
children’s and young adult titles.  WTBBL has been recording our 
locally produced audiobooks digitally for the last 10 years, so we 
have a large collection that we will be making available for 
download.   

In order to download our books from the WTBBL website, you 
will need a login and password.  Please contact WTBBL and ask for a 
login account if you do not already have one. The login and password 
are required to protect the books so that only eligible patrons are 
downloading and listening to the books, which is very important for 
copyright compliance.   

To download and listen to the books, you will also need a 
computer with high-speed Internet access and one of the three NLS 
authorized players: the Victor Reader Stream, the Level Star Icon, or 
the Braille Plus.  If you have one of these players, I hope you will give 
our downloads a try. I’m sure you’ll enjoy them. 

Enjoy the spring issue of Reading Matters and, as always, feel 
free to contact me with any questions or comments.   

Danielle 

dking@secstate.wa.gov or (206) 615-1588  

 
 
 

PAC Corner  
By Sue Ammeter, Chair 

Greetings from the Patron Advisory Council (PAC).  Beginning 
with this issue, the PAC will be giving you updates in Reading 
Matters about our activities. 

Currently the PAC has 14 members who are from different 
parts of the state.  Membership on the council is representative of 
the individuals and organizations that have a direct interest in library 
services to blind, visually impaired, physically disabled, and learning 
disabled persons.  PAC membership includes representatives from 
the National Federation of the Blind of Washington, the Washington 
Council of the Blind, a learning disabled patron, and a veteran.   



The mission of the PAC is to give advice and make 
recommendations to WTBBL on practices, policies, and goals of 
library service.  The council also serves as an advocate for all print 
disabled patrons in the promotion and further development of library 
services.  In other words, the PAC is a conduit between you, the 
patron, and WTBBL staff and administrators. 

The PAC meets three times per year, usually in February, June 
and September.  Due to budget considerations, our June 6 meeting 
will be conducted by conference call. 

Elections were held at our February meeting.  I am the Chair, 
Signe Rose is the Vice Chair, and Lynette Romero serves as 
Secretary.  We have two committees: the Advocacy Committee, 
which is chaired by Terry Atwater, and the Outreach Committee, 
which is chaired by Maria Edelen.   

The Advocacy Committee worked very hard in helping to 
secure the budget increase that WTBBL received from the 
Legislature last year. The Outreach Committee is focusing on 
providing information to patrons about the conversion to digital 
books and the Evergreen Radio Reading Service, as well as 
developing plans to launch a campaign to get information to 
individuals and organizations that could be potential patrons and 
supporters of WTBBL. 

Remember, the PAC wants to hear from you!  Below is a listing 
of all PAC members and their contact information.  Please feel free to 
contact any of us if you have questions or ideas about ways in which 
your library services could be improved. 

Happy spring and summer, everyone!  See you next time.  

The following individuals are current members of the Patron 
Advisory Council: 

Sue Ammeter (Port Hadlock) 360-437-7916  
Terry Atwater (Olympia) 360-754-8193  
George Basioli (Edmonds) 425-771-6299 
John Buckmaster (Spokane) 509-327-1132  
Norma Jean Campbell (Richland) 425-802-8662  
Richard Deming (Longview) 360-577-1396  
Sandra Driscoll (Seattle) 206-633-3045  



Jim Eccles (Vancouver) 360-258-1269  
Maria Edelen (Spokane) 509-928-2405  
Laine Henline (Seattle) 206-724-3501 
Jenny McDaniel-Devens (Keyport) 425-328-9820 
Mike Mello (Seattle) 206-301-0565 
Lynette Romero (Olympia) 360-915-9030  
Signe Rose (Seattle) 206-956-4289 
 
 

WTBBL Celebrates Centenarians  
By Eura Ryan 

This year the Washington Talking Book & Braille Library held its 
Ten-Squared Talking-Book Club High Tea on May 9. The Ten-
Squared Talking-Book Club was started five years ago by the 
National Library Service (NLS) as a way to commemorate the 
achievements of patrons who are 100 years or older.   

Six of our 40 centenarians joined staff and volunteers for this 
wonderful event. In attendance were Faith Callahan (104), Ruth Houk 
(102), Maud Lepley (105), Grace Stanchfield (103), Evelyn Valentine 
(101), and our newest club member, Helen Sisley (100). Eighteen 
other patrons are part of the 2009 induction class, but were unable 
to attend.  Many of our guests also brought family members for this 
pre-Mother’s Day event, making this a celebration for all ages.  Our 
patrons were able to share their love of a good read with the 
attendees through a DVD presentation, produced by John Pai and 
narrated by Bonnie Brown.  

In the presentation, our centenarians shared stories about their 
favorite books. Some of their favorites included Hans Brinker or the 
Silver Skates by Mary Mapes Dodge, Pollyanna by Eleanor Porter, 
and How to Live on 24 Hours a Day by Arnold Bennett.  

To help the staff of the library celebrate these special patrons, 
celebrated librarian Nancy Pearl was invited to speak.  Nancy, 
author of the Book Lust books and contributor to local radio, gave a 
wonderful talk about her life with books. Nancy urged all in 
attendance to enjoy every book they read and if they are not enjoying 
a book, set it aside for another time. As she said, life is short and 
there are many books to enjoy.   

Also in attendance were Jan Ames, former WTBBL Director; 
Jan Walsh, Washington State Librarian; and PAC members Jim 



Eccles and Terry Atwater.  However, none of this would have been 
possible without the guidance of David Junius, our Volunteer and 
Outreach Coordinator, and Danielle King, our Program Manager.  

The food was graciously provided by Whole Foods, Joanie’s 
Catering, PCC Natural Markets, and Cupcake Royale, all of which 
made the event a rousing success.  Our annual Ten-Squared Talking-
Book Club High Tea gives our patrons an opportunity to come 
together and celebrate the impact that books can have on our lives.    

 

Interested in volunteering at WTBBL? 

We are looking for Talking Book Inspectors, Machine 
Repairers, News and Program Readers for our Evergreen Radio 
Reading Service, Book Reviewers and Narrators, Talking Book 
Shelving and Shipping Helpers, and workers for special library 
projects. For more information, contact David Junius at (206) 615-
0417 or djunius@secstate.wa.gov. 
 

 

Update on Digital Players  
By Amy Ravenholt 
 

We rejoiced in May when we received our first two digital 
players from the National Library Service (NLS)!  After years of 
planning, the digital era arrived in the form of one standard player 
and one advanced player.  These are demonstration machines on 
which we can practice and show during outreach visits around the 
state.   

 
The same week we got our players, eight NLS libraries around 

the country started checking out digital players to active patrons to 
test them in the field.  Early reports are that the players are easy to 
use and the sound quality is much better than with the tape players.   

 
If no major problems are found in the next month, NLS will order 

the manufacturer to go into full production at the end of June.  Our 
library should start getting players to check out at the end of July or 
early August.  Digital books should arrive at the same time as the 
machines.   

 
 We are still taking names for the waiting list to get one of the 
first digital players.  Let us know if you are interested in trying the 



digital player, if you haven’t done so already, by emailing 
wtbbl@secstate.wa.gov or calling (800) 542-0866.  If you get your 
name in soon, your chances are good for getting a player in the first 
few months!  Just remember to return your books when you are 
finished reading them so that your record remains in good standing.   
 

Most of the players are “standard” players, with controls for 
fast forward, reverse, tone adjustment and speed.  Some players are 
“advanced,” with extra controls to allow you to jump forward or back 
by chapter, section, page or phrase.  Both players also have a sleep 
button, which will turn off the machine after 15, 30 or 45 minutes. 

 
The advanced player also allows you to bookmark favorite 

sections so you can go back to them.  The two players look and 
sound exactly the same, except that the advanced model gives you 
more choices for moving around in a book.  If you would like one of 
the advanced machines, please mention that when you call or email 
us.   
 
 

Summer Reading Starts Soon!  
By Kathryn Pierce 

Every year, WTBBL offers a by-mail Summer Reading Program. 
Young patrons ages 4-13 are the intended participants, but older 
teens that still enjoy elementary-level books and activities are also 
welcome. For eight weeks, from June 17 through August 12, 
participants work toward a goal of 1,000 minutes spent reading (or 
listening to) books. That’s an average of a little less than 20 minutes 
a day.  

Readers receive a mailed packet each week. It serves as a 
reminder to read and adds fun with jokes, book suggestions, 
challenges, and occasionally a small prize. All mailings are produced 
in large print and are offered in braille as well. The children keep 
track of their reading minutes on an illustrated pathway. A tactile 
element is added for braille readers.   

At the conclusion of the program, the young patrons receive a 
certificate and a few small rewards. Those able to visit Seattle 
receive their certificate accompanied by applause at an August 
program at the library that is open to all patrons and their families.  



To participate in the Summer Reading Program, children must 
qualify for WTBBL services. However, reading material from any 
source can be counted toward the goal. We encourage families to 
also take advantage of summer programs offered by their local 
libraries.  

In April, I was one of the state representatives to the planning 
conference for the national Summer Reading Program cooperative. I 
hope to influence this group to increase its consideration of children 
with special needs in their materials and planning.  

Invitations to participate in Summer Reading will be mailed out 
in late May to active school accounts and patrons ages 4-13. Those 
who register EARLY, by mailing the registration form available on our 
website, or by calling or emailing in the requested information, can 
help the library reduce expenses.  

 

Audio Production Updates  
By Theresa Connolly  

 
It took some tinkering, but staff and volunteers in the Audio 

Production Department succeeded earlier this spring in setting up a 
new pilot program. Books recorded and produced at WTBBL can 
now be downloaded as digital audio books from the library’s 
website.    

 
Currently, there are about 50 books available and more are 

being added every week. The collection includes books for young 
readers and adults and represents quite a number of Northwest 
authors. This pilot program has been set up in anticipation of the 
distribution of the new National Library Service (NLS) digital players 
later this year.   
 

However, patrons who currently have a computer with a high-
speed Internet connection and an NLS-approved player such as the 
Victor Reader Stream, Level Star Icon, or Braille Plus can download 
these books now. If you would like to try this new service, contact us 
at wtbbl@secstate.wa.gov for a login and password.   

 
Special thanks go to volunteers Chris Houser and Susan 

Phillips. They spent many hours weathering the ups and downs 



inevitable in any new enterprise and have had the good-humored 
tenacity required to help launch this new project.    

 
Thank you, too, to the narrators, reviewers and production 

volunteers who contribute countless hours to make sure WTBBL has 
many wonderful audio books, be they digital or on cassette, to offer 
to our patrons.      
 
 

WTBBL’s New Talking and Braille Books  
By Lara Weigand 
 
Fiction: 
 
BRW 1257 The Zero: a novel by Jess Walter. 

In a surreal post-9/11 New York, policeman Brian Remy guides 
celebrities on visits to Ground Zero, reinvented as a tourist 
attraction. Following a failed suicide attempt that causes Remy 
intermittent amnesia, a covert organization recruits him to help 
locate a suspected female terrorist. 2007 Washington State Book 
Award Finalist. Violence and strong language. Also available on 
cassette as RC063772. 
 
CBA 7630  The Ideal Bride by Nonnie St. George. 

Regency romance.  While searching for the perfect wife, a 
wealthy businessman meets a woman who satisfies none of his 
requirements--except that she's stolen his heart. Narrated by Duane 
Barr. 
 
CBA 7912  Fat Tuesday by Earl Emerson. 

Seattle P.I. Thomas Black investigates the brutal murder of a 
computer software company executive. Fourth in a series.  Strong 
language, violence, and descriptions of sex. Narrated by Ashley 
Lambeth. Also available for download on our website. 
 
CBA 7990 The Blight Way by Patrick McManus.  

Humorous mystery. Bo Tully, Sheriff of Blight County, Idaho, 
hopes to rekindle a romance with his high-school sweetheart, but is 
challenged by his father's upcoming 75th birthday celebration and a 
ranch murder involving numerous possible suspects. Narrated by 
John Nadeau. 
 
CBA 7992 Greywalker by Kat Richardson.  



Seattle, WA. When private investigator Harper Blaine is brutally 
assaulted, the two minutes she spends clinically dead alters her 
perceptions. Her new ability to move in between the world of humans 
and the Grey, the world of ghosts, begins to attract otherworldly 
clients. Narrated by Mary Schlosser. Also available for download on 
our website. 
 
Non-fiction: 
 
BRW 1260 Long Journey: Contemporary Northwest Poets edited by 
David Biespiel. 

An anthology of poems by more than 80 of the Pacific 
Northwest's leading poets.  
 
BRW 1264 Stadium Stories: Washington State Cougars by Bud 
Withers. 

 A sports reporter for the Seattle Times shares his favorite 
moments in the history of the Washington State University football 
team, the Cougars.  
 
CBA 7850 Michelangelo’s Mountain: The Quest For Perfection in the 
Marble Quarries of Carrara by Eric Scigliano. 

Carrara, Italy is the source of perhaps the purest marble in the 
world, and Michelangelo Buonarroti, the most celebrated sculptor of 
all time, made several pilgrimages to the quarries there over his 
lifetime. The author interweaves art, architecture, science, politics 
and folklore to trace the mystique of marble and the magic of the 
stone carver's art from prehistory to the present.  Narrated by Laurie 
Bialik.   
 
CBA 7941 Ask Ciscoe: Your Gardening Questions Answered by 
Ciscoe Morris.  

Master gardener, certified arborist and Northwest media 
personality Ciscoe Morris answers gardening questions. Topics 
include ornamental plants, fruit trees, lawns and garden pests. 
Narrated by Cynthia Ellis. Also available for download on our 
website. 
 
CBA 7802 The Gentleman from Finland: Adventures on the Trans-
Siberian Express by Robert Goldstein.  

In this memoir, an American man of Mexican, Russian and 
Jewish descent finds himself mistakenly aboard the wrong Russian 
train in 1987 with a voucher that claims he is from Finland. Though 



he speaks only a little Russian, the author must negotiate encounters 
with smugglers, thieves and a beautiful yet sinister woman, who may 
or may not be a government agent. Narrated by Marsh Gooch.  Also 
available for download on our website. 

 
 
John Pai Keeps WTBBL’s Radio Reading Service Evergreen  

 
In the overall arch of life the true path one follows is not the one 

that anyone can preconceive.  What one discovers is that there is a 
direction that is always present yet not obvious, a path waiting to 
reveal itself, if one is ready to perceive it and if one is ready to allow 
it to lead us along its way. 
 

The path to the Evergreen Radio Reading Service has stretched 
from New York City through Chicago and Carbondale, IL, and 
Seattle. When I arrived in 1989 I had a Master of Fine Arts degree in 
Cinema & Photography, 10 years experience working in public radio 
and four years experience volunteering at a radio reading service. I 
sought out the Washington Talking Book & Braille Library and the 
Evergreen Radio Reading Service to volunteer but life soon became 
too complex. The path to the Evergreen Radio Reading Service 
began to recede. 
 

Over the succeeding years, my days were filled as a freelance 
location audio engineer, photographer, videographer and eventually 
an Exhibit Designer at the Wing Luke Asian Museum. I also kept my 
hand in radio at KBCS-FM as a programmer beginning in 1991.  
The path to the Evergreen Radio Reading Service reemerged in 2002 
when I was a contractor working for the Seattle Public Library. I was 
recording and editing the I-400 citizenship test in eight different 
languages at the studios of ERRS.  Immersed in the WTBBL 
atmosphere, I discovered a supportive and dedicated work 
environment focused on the materials being created and the tasks 
accomplished.  I knew I had to become a part of it. 
 

When an opportunity presented itself in the fall of 2003, I 
jumped at the possibility and was fortunate to become a staff 
member in radio that December. The path was now clear again. Even 
though my 25 years in radio broadcasting had not been my main 
vocation, it had been a skill set I had nurtured throughout the years 
and offered me a continuation of a path long ago discovered. 



In addition to the work I do at the Evergreen Radio Reading Service, I 
continue to volunteer at KBCS-FM and host a jazz program on 
Monday night at 11 p.m.  
 

I also continue to freelance in the video and film world as a 
location audio engineer, video shooter, photographer and video 
editor. I have also been fortunate to continue to design media 
components for museum exhibitions as well as my own installations 
as a visual artist.  Funding for my own work has come from the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the Ford Foundation, 4Culture and 
the Seattle Arts Council.   
 

As an active father of two girls, ages 7 and 8, I have found that a 
life fulfilled and shared is one that is truly a life blessed. 

 
 
A Week for Wondrous Volunteers  
By David Junius 
 

During the week of April 20 to 25, WTBBL said “thank you” to its 
volunteers by hosting its annual Volunteer Week. We had more than 
160 volunteers stop by to share some food and camaraderie.  We 
also displayed notes from our patrons and volunteers on what 
WTBBL means to them.   

 
Generous food donors included Gail’s Baked Goodies, 

Bakeman’s Restaurant, Costco, the Essential Baking Company, Fred 
Meyer, the Great Northwest Soup Company, Noah’s Bagels, PCC 
Natural Markets, Rae’s Cakes and Pies, Taco del Mar, Trader Joe’s, 
and Whole Foods.   

 
Established in 1974 by President Richard Nixon, National 

Volunteer Week focuses national attention on the impact and power 
of volunteerism and service as an integral aspect of our civic 
leadership. 

 
WTBBL has 400 volunteers who contribute more than 32,000 

hours of work each year, equivalent to 15 full-time employees.  
WTBBL volunteers work in shipping and circulation, patron services, 
book narration, braille transcription and the Evergreen Radio 
Reading Service. 

 



Interested in volunteering? Contact me at (206) 615-0417, or 
djunius@secstate.wa.gov. 

 
 
WTBBL Artists Unite! 
 

WTBBL is planning a week-long tactile art show in October 
2009. The purpose of the show is to illustrate the artistic talents of 
our patrons. If you are interested in participating, please contact 
Theresa Connolly at (800) 542-0866 or tconnolly@secstate.wa.gov 
by August 30.  More information and exact dates will be in our 
summer newsletter. 

 
 

What costs you nothing now, but will make a big difference 
to the Washington Talking Book & Braille Library? 

You know the value that the Washington Talking Book & Braille 
Library gives its patrons…access to books of all kinds and for all 
ages, connection to the world every day through the Evergreen 
Radio Reading Service, excellent reference services…all at no 
charge! 

To make sure this service will continue for years to come, 
please consider including the Washington Talking Book & Braille 
Library in your will or trust. It is easy to do and can be revocable if 
your situation changes. It takes just a simple designation in your will 
or trust, requires no transfer of funds during your lifetime, and will be 
your legacy for the library and its future patrons. 

Need more information?  Contact Carleen Jackson, 
Development Director for the Washington State Heritage Center, 
Office of Secretary of State, at (360) 902-4126 or 
cjackson@secstate.wa.gov. 

 


