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 Looking forward to the new year, 
there will be lots going on at WTBBL. We 
will be welcoming our new Youth Services 
& Resources Librarian, Marian Mays, 
who is very excited to ramp up our youth 
program, including more activities for 
teens and a larger virtual presence. You 
can get to know Marian a little bit through 
her bio in this issue.
 As many of you know, our unique 
building was once a car dealership 
and some of our library patrons even 
purchased cars here. The building opened 
on August 28, 1948, with plenty of fanfare. 
Since the building is approaching 70 years 
old, it was time to consider updating or 
replacing systems in the library. We went 
through a process of tracking the energy 
and water currently used by WTBBL and 
worked with Seattle City Light and 

Seattle Public Utilities to identify areas 
of significant conservation potential. Our 
heating and air-conditioning system will be 
modernized, garage and exterior lights will 
be replaced with energy efficient fixtures, 
and some sealing will be added around 
windows. We are excited to become 
more environmentally friendly and will 
be spending less of the library’s funds on 
facilities.
 WTBBL recently hosted an exhibit 
by the China Braille Press. The exhibit 
was great fun and illustrative of the 
collaboration we can have between 
nations. Photos and more on the exhibit 
are featured in this issue. Along with the 
exhibit and the many friends it brought 
to the library, I was pleased to attend 
the National Federation of the Blind of 
Washington and the Washington Council 
of the Blind annual conventions. I look 
forward to convention time every year and 
love being able to see so many of you, our 
patrons, and keeping up with the other 
agencies and new products and services. 
 Enjoy all you do this winter season, 
and let us know if you need a good book to 
curl up with when it is cold outside.

On the Cover: Washington Secretary of 
State Kim Wyman and WTBBL Director 
Danielle Miller at the opening of the China 
Braille Press event on September 21 (see 
page 3 for more).

1

From the Director
by Danielle Miller
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Washington State Library Updates

the financial resources to maintain current 
operations for the next few years.
 
 State Librarian Rand Simmons also 
recently announced he was stepping down 
to take on a new role. As the State Library’s 
new federal collection executive manager, 
Simmons will be working with libraries 
throughout Washington and across the 
country to improve public access to the 
federal documents collection housed at the 
State Library.
 
 Finally, with Simmons’s decision, 
the search for a new Washington state 
librarian is now underway. Secretary Wyman 
is confident we will attract a high caliber 
library services professional able to provide 
the leadership to transform the Washington 
State Library into a model public resource, 
including dramatically increasing access to 
library collections in digital form, making 
them available anytime and anywhere. For 
more information, see the job posting at 
http://1.usa.gov/21d9k39.
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 WTBBL is a program of the 
Washington State Library, which is a 
division of the Office of Secretary of 
State Kim Wyman. Recently, the State 
Library has undergone some operational 
changes that will protect and improve the 
services we offer.
 
 After over a decade of constant 
budget turmoil, the Legislature took steps 
to stabilize State Library funding for the 
foreseeable future. Lawmakers approved 
a small increase in the county recording 
fee that is directed to support State 
Library operations. This increase erased 
a $2.4 million budget deficit projected 
for the library during the 2015-17 budget 
cycle. It also ensures the library will have 

by Deputy Secretary of State Greg Lane

Reading Matters - Winter 2015

Washington State Library



3
Washington Talking Book & Braille Library 

China Braille Exhibition

 What began as a tour of the library by visitors from China grew into a stunning 
exhibit and a new partnership between WTBBL, the China Braille Press, and the China 
Braille Library. 

 From September 21 to 27, the WTBBL conference room and break room were 
completely transformed into an intricate display of braille, the shared history of blindness 
in China and the United States, assistive technology and more. Built in Beijing and 
shipped to Seattle in large crates, the exhibit had different levels and shapes of shelving, 
paintings, photographs, books, equipment, and light-up text. The exhibit also had 
sensors that allowed a visitor to wear a visor and hear an audio description in English or 

Books are my eyes. I have spent 30 wonderful years 
roaming in the sea of books. 
        – Li Zhen, Braille Editor

China Braille Press Exhibit 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Washington Secretary of State 
Kim Wyman 
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China Braille Exhibition

Chinese. Materials from the National Braille Press were also featured and NBP staff were 
present the first two days of the exhibit.

 An opening day ribbon-cutting ceremony took place with seven ribbon cutters and 
nine women holding platters with sections of red ribbon and special scissors just for the 
task. 

 Speakers included Secretary of State Kim Wyman, Zhang Hongbin, deputy director-
general of the State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China, and 
China Braille Press President Zhang Wei. About 60 people attended the ribbon-cutting 
along with members of the Chinese news media. During the week of the exhibit, we 
averaged 40 visitors a day including library patrons, teachers, and children.

 Overall, the exhibition was a great success. WTBBL has a number of new Chinese 
books in English and Chinese braille, and we are recording a series of Chinese folk tales to 
be put on a compilation cartridge for circulation. Most importantly, we look forward to a 
continued friendship between our organizations.
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 Marian Mays earned a master of 
library and information science with an 
emphasis in youth services from the 
University of Kentucky in 2014. Marian 
has served in AmeriCorps, worked in 
public libraries, and is currently serving 
as the chair of the Youth Stonewall Book 
Awards Committee of the American Library 
Association. 

 She has a passion for working 
with children and teens and cannot 
wait to meet the patrons of WTBBL. 
Marian is excited for the opportunity 
to sustain and grow WTBBL’s youth 
services and programs. Marian’s hobbies 
include reading, ukulele, belly dancing, 
and spending time with her pets. 

Welcome to WTBBL’s New Youth Services Librarian!
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  There’s good news for users of the BARD mobile application this 
month.  You can get an upgrade for the Apple Mobile app from the Apple 
Apps Store which has a sleep timer along with improvements to VoiceOver 
and braille. It’s a quick download, and you don’t lose any saved materials.
 
  The Android Mobile app has also been upgraded to eliminate several 
bugs in the original version. This upgrade can be downloaded from the 
Google Play Store. BARD will now work on second generation Kindle Fire 
devices from Amazon! The Android Mobile App is free and will work on Fire 
tablets with the Operating System 4.1 or newer. This App can be downloaded 
from the Amazon Appstore.

Marian Mays
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Welcome to WTBBL’s New Youth Services Librarian!

 
 While you enjoy using your talking 
book player, you may not have heard 
about all the accessories we offer 
that can make your experience more 
comfortable and convenient.

 Headphones are our most 
commonly requested accessory. A few 
years ago we changed to a lightweight 
model. If you are still using the bulky 
headphones that were originally issued 
along with the yellow cassette player, 
feel free to ask us for a new pair. Any 
headphones with a standard 1/8-inch 
“mini” jack will work, however, so if you 
have a favorite pair of earbuds, you can 
use those as well.

 Would you like to get in some 
reading before falling asleep? A pillow 
speaker is available that lets you listen 
to your player without disturbing others 
around you. The speaker is disk-shaped, 
weighs less than 3 ounces, plugs into the 
headphone jack on your talking book 
player and is placed under your pillow. 
Don’t forget your player is equipped 
with a sleep timer that lets you set the 
machine to shut off in 15 to 60 minutes.

 

 Do you use a thumb drive 
connected to the USB port and worry 
about it getting broken since it sticks 
straight out? We have an L-shaped 
adapter that will allow your thumb drive to 
sit parallel with the side of the player.

 If you purchase a blank digital 
cartridge for downloads instead of using 
a flash drive, you will need a special 
connector in order to plug the cartridge 
into your computer. In the past, these 
connectors had to be purchased for 
about $5. NLS has provided us with a 
supply of connectors and, as with all the 
accessories, we are able to loan one to 
you at no charge.
 
 A breath switch adapter is available 
for patrons who have dexterity issues that 
make pressing the buttons on the player 
difficult or impossible. It is a straw-like 
device that connects to the USB port. 
Blowing into the breath switch operates 
the Play/Stop button on the talking 
book machine only. Though a special 
application is not needed, we must order 
this device for you from NLS.

 Contact us at (800) 542-0866 or 
wtbbl@sos.wa.gov if you would like to try 
any of the accessories.

From the Registrar’s Desk
by Tyler Kaye

Reading Matters - Winter 2015

Marian Mays
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 Check out some newly completed 
titles by WTBBL’s talented volunteers and 
staff!

Talking Books

For Colored Boys Who Have Considered 
Suicide When the Rainbow is Still Not 
Enough: Coming of Age, Coming Out, 
and Coming Home edited by Keith 
Boykin. 
 The It Gets Better Project has 
collected thousands of user-created 
videos providing a positive message for 
LGBT youth of all races and backgrounds. 
Stemming from this movement, 
this collection of stories addresses 
the longstanding issues of sexual 
abuse, suicide, HIV-AIDS, racism, and 
homophobia in the African-American and 
Latino communities, and more specifically 
among young gay men of color. 2012. 
DBC 150. Narrated by Norm Zimmerman.

Sweet Like Sugar by Wayne Hoffman.
 In Yiddish, there is a word for it: 
bashert — the person you are fated to 
meet. Twentysomething Benji Steiner 
views the concept with skepticism but 
the elderly rabbi who stumbles into 
Benji’s office one day has no such doubts. 
Following the death of his wife, Rabbi

New Local Books at WTBBL! 
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Jacob Zuckerman grapples with 
overwhelming grief and loneliness. 
Through their friendship, Benji learns 
what it means not just to be Jewish, but 
to be fully human — imperfect, striving, 
and searching for the pieces of ourselves 
that come only through another’s 
acceptance. 2011. DBC 151. Narrated by 
Rick Sipe. 

We Live in Water by Jess Walter.
 Diverse, often comic stories about 
personal struggle and diminished 
dreams, marked by a wry wit and 
generosity of spirit, with the collection’s 
final story transforming slyly from a 
portrait of Walter’s hometown into a 
moving contemplation of our times. 
2013. DBC 244. Read by Florrie Munat.

A Spark of Death: The First Professor 
Bradshaw Mystery by Bernadette Pajer.
 Seattle, 1901. After Professor 
Bradshaw discovers the body of a 
despised colleague, he becomes the 
prime suspect. To protect his young son 
and his own life, he must find the killer, 
but danger and death lurk everywhere 
— disguised as accidents. 2011. DBC 
249. Narrated by Fred Seidel.
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Seattle Seahawks Super Season by 
Mark Tye Turner. 
 From the perspective of a 
dedicated Seattle Seahawks fan, Mark 
Tye Turner, author of Notes from a 12 
Man (DBC 301), compiles this vivid and 
insightful account of the season leading 
up to the team’s win in Super Bowl 
XLVIII. 2015. DBC 302. Narrated by Bob 
Carlson.

John Spellman: Politics Never Broke His 
Heart by John C. Hughes.
 John Spellman, the former 
King County executive who became 
Washington’s most recent Republican 
governor, is the subject of a biography 
produced by the Washington State 
Legacy Project. Details Spellman’s 
upbringing, military service, education, 
and political career. 2012. DBC 566. 
Narrated by Jay Lane.

Braille Books

Skid Road: An Informal Portrait of 
Seattle by Murray Morgan.
 Seattle’s history, from Doc 
Maynard to Dave Beck, with an 
emphasis on the unique characters 
providing much of the city’s uncommon 
personality. 1982. BRC 748. 

No Man’s Land: #5, Frank Corso series by 
G.M. Ford.
 When convicted murderer Timothy 
Driver seizes control of a supposedly 
escape-proof prison, he demands that 
Seattle true-crime writer Frank Corso 
come to the prison to negotiate for the 
lives of 163 hostages. Corso, who wrote 
a book about Driver, thinks that he just 
wants sympathetic media exposure, but 
his choice of escape partner suggests 
that he has planned a bloody cross-
country spree, with Corso along for the 
ride. 2006. BRC 667.

Long Time Gone: #17, J.P. Beaumont 
series by J.A. Jance
 Beau, homicide investigator for 
the Washington state attorney’s office, 
investigates the case of a nun who has 
recovered memories of a 50-year-old 
murder through hypnotherapy, as well 
as a current case that is deeply personal. 
2005. BRC 703.

Angels Among Us by Phil Smart. 
 Documents the wisdom and 
enduring life lessons learned from 
young patients at Children’s Hospital 
and Regional Medical Center in Seattle, 
where the author volunteered for 40 
years. 2001. BRC 799.
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Volunteer Spotlight on Rick Lewis

 Braille proofreader Rick Lewis has 
volunteered at WTBBL since 2007, when 
he responded to a Reading Matters 
newsletter announcement, a perfect fit 
for this self-described “braille addict.” 
For the past five years, he has partnered 
with braille transcription volunteer Mary 
Forster. Their work has resulted in dozens 
of books being completed and reaching 
WTBBL patrons error-free.

 Hailing from Bakersfield, California, 
Rick came to Seattle with his wife-to-be 
in 2006. Prior to that, Rick benefitted from 
the talking book and braille libraries in 
Arizona, California and Oregon. 
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 Rick has been a radio broadcaster 
for 33 years, including news editing, traffic 
reporting, and as a music deejay. His 
Radio Rick oldies and countdown shows 
on The Ride Radio are featured at www.
therideradio.net.

 Rick has read braille since he was 5 
years old, and “couldn’t do without it.” 
“I firmly believe that braille is essential 
for all blind folks who can read it because 
it really is the connection between us 
and our world,” Rick said. “It’s just not 
the same as audio. It really brings things 
directly to life.”

 Thanks for everything, Rick!

Rick Lewis with braille 
proofreading partner Mary Forster
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Grateful for Your Gifts  Volunteer Spotlight on Rick Lewis
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 What does WTBBL mean to you? 
Could you put a value on the service you 
receive from WTBBL? 

 If you’ve supported WTBBL recently, 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
If you haven’t yet supported WTBBL with a 
gift this year, please consider doing so to 
help us fulfill our mission of making sure all 
who want to read can access the types of 
books they need. It’s not too late and no 
amount is too little. Our online donation 
system at www.wtbbl.org is secure and 
makes donating easy and quick. You can 
even sign up to give a little each month, if 
it works for you.

 So far for our annual campaign has 
received donations from approximately 630 
donors, or about 9 percent of our patrons. 
We’re so thankful for your support! We are 

Acting State Librarian 

about halfway to our goal of reaching 
1,300 donations. You can support our 
annual campaign by making a donation 
today. Our goal is to raise enough 
money to implement an electronic 
book tagging system to improve our 
turnaround time for physical circulation 
of our inventory so patrons can get the 
books they want faster.

 In this season of giving, we can’t 
thank you all enough. Many of you have 
given generously for many years. Your 
dedication and support inspire us to 
provide the best service possible, and 
we are indebted to you. Thank you, and 
please know how much we appreciate 
all you continue to do for the library. 
Happy holidays!

by Laura Mott
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FREE MATTER

for the Blind 
or Handicapped

Visit WTBBL for a tour, and see our new lobby display 
showing the talking book and braille technology 

and formats of yesterday and today!


